
Welcome to 
Kindergarten at

Saint John Paul II 
C.E.S.



Territorial Land Acknowledgement 
We would like to begin by acknowledging that the land on which we gather today is the land traditionally used by the 
Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe and Neutral People. We also acknowledge the enduring presence and deep traditional 
knowledge, laws and philosophies of the Indigenous People with whom we share this land today.



God of all beginnings and endings,
Today we give thanks for the promise and possibilities that await 

us this school year.  
Be with us as we journey together as a community of faith.  
It is through the love of our families, our friends, and our school 

and parish communities, that You reveal Your love for us.  
Give us the wisdom to discern the plans You have for us and the 

courage to see them through.  
Remind us of the strength we can provide to one another in 

challenging times along the way.  
Inspire us to be sources of light to all those we encounter and fill 

us with the joy that comes from knowing that with You, all 
things are possible. 

We make this prayer through Jesus, our Lord and teacher.
Amen.



Welcome to Kindergarten at SJPII!

Most kindergarten 
classrooms have 

both a teacher and 
an early childhood 

educator. 
We work together 
with you and your 

child to create 
optimal learning 

experiences!

Mrs. Schipper
Kindergarten 
Teacher

Mrs. Crowley
Kindergarten 
Teacher

Mrs. Kovatsh
Kindergarten 
Teacher

Miss Dietrich
Kindergarten 
Teacher

Mrs. Palermo
Kindergarten 
Teacher

Mrs. Gomes
Kindergarten 
Teacher

Mrs. Martin
Kindergarten Teacher

Mrs. Savarin
Kindergarten 
Teacher

Mrs. Castro
ECE

Mrs. Dietrich
ECE

Mrs. Malawa
ECE

Ms. Sultana
ECE

Miss Wenner
ECE



The 4 Frames



Belonging and Contributing

•their sense of connectedness to 
others
•their relationships with others, and 
their contributions as part of a group, 
a community, and the natural world
•their understanding of relationships 
and community, and of the ways in 
which people contribute to the world 
around them. 



Self-Regulation and Well-Being

•their own thinking and feelings, and their 
recognition of and respect for differences in the 
thinking and feelings of others

•regulating their emotions, adapting to distractions, 
and assessing consequences of actions in a way 
that enables them to engage in learning

•their physical and mental health and wellness. 



Demonstrating Literacy and Mathematics 
Behaviours
•communicating thoughts and feelings – through gestures, physical movements, 
words, symbols, and representations through the use of a variety of materials
•literacy behaviours, evident in the various ways they use language, images, and 
materials to express and think critically about ideas and emotions, as they listen 
and speak, view and represent, and begin to read and write
•mathematics behaviours, evident in the various ways they use concepts of 
number and pattern during play and inquiry; access, manage, create, and 
evaluate information; and experience an emergent understanding of mathematical 
relationships, concepts, skills, and processes
•an active engagement in learning and a developing love of learning, which can 
instil the habit of learning for life. 



Problem Solving and Innovating
•exploring the world through natural curiosity, in 
ways that engage the mind, the senses, the body, 
and spirit
•making meaning of their world by asking 
questions, testing theories, solving problems, and 
engaging in creative and analytical thinking
•the innovative ways of thinking about and doing 
things that arise naturally with an active curiosity, 
and applying those ideas in relationships with 
others, with materials, and with the environment. 



Playing, Learning and Growing in Kindergarten!



Outdoor Learning
The Natural Playground provides 
rich opportunities to learn across 
all 4 frames.

In this age of technology, it is 
critical to explore ways to connect 
children to nature in order to 
appreciate God’s gifts of creation. 





How Will I Know My Child is Learning?

Communication of 
Learning







Toilet Training
● If your child is not toilet trained when they start 

school in the fall, you can let us know on our 
School Entry Questionnaire.

● If you are looking for information to support you 
and your child with toilet training, please visit 
My Toilet Training Guide (www.durham.ca)

● When to seek medical assistance:
○ If your child has not learned or refuses to 

toilet train after several months
○ or if your child is older than 4 years of age

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Xo_ULQ9ZV_tpXQudCBs9d88om4uv-glA/copy
https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/resources/Documents/ChildHealthandSchool-AgeChildren/ToiletTrainingGuide.pdf


Staggered Entry





Medical Conditions
Ensuring the health and safety of children with medical conditions is essential to promoting well-being!

If your child has any health concerns or critical 
medical information including, asthma; anaphylaxis; 
diabetes; or epilepsy; please inform the school 
Principal & our Kindergarten Team as early as 
possible.  

In order to keep our children safe, no nut products are 
permitted at school.  If there are any other food 
allergies in your child’s classroom the educators will let 
you know.  Please refer to: Sabrina’s Law for more 
information on anaphylaxis.

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/healthyschools/anaphylaxis.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/healthyschools/anaphylaxis.html


Safe Arrival  
•Children gather safely in designated area.

•Parents  must stay with your child until supervision 
begins

•Children enter classroom when the bell rings.

•Extended Day students must be signed in by 
parent/ guardian upon drop off to the program

Safe Dismissal
•Bus Students – Children are picked up from their 
classroom by an adult staff member and together 
they walk to the buses.

•Walking Students – Parents/Guardians/Siblings will 
wait outside of the gated area or classroom for the 
educator to dismiss the walkers. 

•Extended Day Students – an educator will escort 
children to the extended day classroom.





Extended Day Programs at WCDSB!

•Operate from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

•Full time or part time schedules are available that follow a weekly recurring set of days

•Operate most PA Days, March Break and Christmas Break

•Fees are pro-rated based on school bell times

•Region of Waterloo Childcare Subsidy: Click HERE

•Registration, program information and fees: Click HERE

•For more information email: extended.day@wcdsb.ca

https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/living-here/child-care-subsidy-terms.aspx
https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/living-here/child-care-subsidy-terms.aspx
https://www.wcdsb.ca/our-schools/register-for-school/extended-day-program/
https://www.wcdsb.ca/our-schools/register-for-school/extended-day-program/


FamilyCompassWR.ca is 
your first step to finding 
community-based services 
and supports for parents, 
youth and children in 
Waterloo Region.

https://www.familycompasswr.ca/en/index.aspx


The Looksee Checklist is a simple, easy-to-use 
developmental tool designed to help monitor a 
child’s development from 1 month to 6 years of 
age, featuring a short list of “yes” or “no” 
questions about your child’s abilities.  If you 
have any concerns, please contact your 
family physician.

Monitoring My Child’s 
Development



Getting an Eye 
Exam is 
Important 
Before You 
Start School!

https://members.optom.on.ca/OAO/ESEL/Eye_See...Eye_Learn.aspx


NutriSTEP® for toddlers (18-35 months)

and preschoolers (3-5 years) are valid 
and reliable nutrition risk screening 
questionnaires that have been 
developed and used across Canada as 
a fast and simple way to find out if 
children are healthy eaters.  If you have 
any concerns, please contact your 
family physician.

http://www.nutristep.ca/


Immunization Reporting

Please visit the Region of 
Waterloo Public Health-
Immunization Reporting to 
report your child’s 
immunizations. 

https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/health-and-wellness/immunization-reporting.aspx


Reading With Joy at Home

● Read about things your child is 
interested in

● Reread their favourite books
● Talk about the books you read together
● Retell their favourite stories in silly 

ways
● Retell your child’s favourite stories and 

make them the hero



Did you know that our 
libraries offer a book 
bundle service? You 
can tell them the age 
of your child and the 
topics they like and 

they will put together a 
bundle of books they 

might like to read!



Getting 
Ready for 
School!

Our community partners offer a 
variety of programs to support 
you and your child as you get 

ready for school!



How Might We Support Our Children With Well-Being?
● Routine
● Sleep
● Exercise
● Finding Your Calm Place
● Having Family Meals
● Reaching out to Those Who 

Have Less Support
● Gratitude
● Limit Media Use
● Focus on the Future Surviving and Thriving Through 

Covid19-Connection is Key, 
Play:  7:00-10:10

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0SodFxIWfs&t=51s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0SodFxIWfs&t=51s


Our 

Questions
Please feel free to contact us or 
check out www.wcdsb.ca,  click on 
Programs and Services, 
Elementary, and then on 
Kindergarten Program for more 
information.

http://www.hcdsb.org/
http://www.wcdsb.ca
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